THE OBSERVANCE OF THE ASCENSION
OF OUR LORD

MAY 24,2020
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The HYMNS are in the Lutheran SERVICE BOOK (Maroon Book) on
the pages indicated. Please stand at the appropriate times.

THE WELCOME

THE OPENING HYMN NO. 701 - '"Draw Us to Thee"

(Please stand to sing stanza 4)

THE INVOCATION AND CONFESSION

P:
C:

i
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o

C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

. Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



THE INTROIT (Pastor and Congregation chant alternately)

P:

C:

God has gone up / with a shout, *

the LORD with the sound of a / trumpet.

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My / right hand,*
until I make your enemies your / footstool.”

The LORD has sworn and will not / change His mind, *
“You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- / chizedek.”

: The LORD is at your / right hand;*

He will shatter kings on the day / of His wrath.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son* and to the Holy / Spirit;
as it was in the be- / ginning,* is now, and will be forever. / Amen.

: God has gone up / with a shout,*

the LORD with the sound of a / trumpet.
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C: Amen.

. In peace let us pray to the Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE - ""This Is The Feast"
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and
mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen. (Be seated)

ALTERNATE READINGS
THE FIRST READING: Acts 1:11-11
P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE GRADUAL (Pastor and Congregation chant alternately)
P: Christ has risen / from the dead.*
God the Father has crowned Him with glory and / honor.
C: He has given Him dominion over the works / of His hands;*
He has put all things un- / der His feet.

THE EPISTLE LESSON: Ephesians 1:15-23
P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
THE ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

THE GOSPEL ACCOUNT: Luke 24:44-53
C: Glory to You, O Lord. P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED -
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell; The third day
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life
everlasting. Amen. (Be seated after making confession of our faith)
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THE SERMON HYMN NO. 493 - "A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing"
(Stand to sing stanza 6)

THE SERMON

(Stand)
THE OFFERTORY
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation,
and uphold me with Thy free Spirit.

A HYMN OF SUPPLICATION
FOR OUR NATION NO. 965 - ""God Bless Our Native Land"

THE PRAYERS

After each petition the pastor will say “Lord, in Your mercy.”
Congregation to respond with “Hear our prayer.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen. (Please be seated)

THE CLOSING HYMN NO. 492 - ""On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build"

+ + + + + + o + + +



SANCTIFICATION

701

Draw Us to Thee
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Text: Friedrich Funcke, 1642-99; tr. August Crull, 18435-1923, alt,
Tune: As hymnodus sacer, Leipzig, 1623, setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
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Acts 1:1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with
all that Jesus began to do and teach, * until the day when he
was taken up, after he had given commands through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. ° To them
he presented himself alive after his suffering by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking
about the kingdom of God. * And while staying with them
he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard
from me; > for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." °
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord,
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He
said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. ® But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” °* And
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. '°
And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold,
two men stood by them in white robes, '' and said, "Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus,
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven."



Ephesians 1:15 For this reason, because [ have heard of
your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, '° I do not cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers, ! that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, '8
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are
the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, '° and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might 2
that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 2!
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the one to come. > And he put all things under
his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,
> which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.



Luke 24:44 Then he said to them, "These are my words
that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled." * Then he
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, *¢ and said
to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead, *’ and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *® You
are witnesses of these things. ** And behold, I am sending
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from on high." ** Then he
led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he
blessed them. °! While he blessed them, he parted from
them and was carried up into heaven. > And they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, >3
and were continually in the temple blessing God.



ASCENSION

493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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Text: Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengeséng, Koln, 1623; setting: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 388 888 and alleluias

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: Public domain Acts 1:9=11: Col. 3:1-4: Pz 47:5-9: Rav 513
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

A 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, -
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



NATION AND NATIONAL SONGS

965 God Bless Qur Native Land
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Through storm and night. When the wild tem-pests rave, Rul - er of
On Him we wait. Thou who art ev - er nigh, Guard-ing with
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wind and wave, Do Thou our coun - try save By Thy great might.
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Text: Charles T. Brooks, 1813-83, st. 1, alt.; John S. Dwight, 1813-93, st. 2, alt. NATIONAL ANTHEM
Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, London, c. 1740 setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 664 6664
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On Christ’s Ascension | Now Build 492
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ap -pre - hen - sion; For where the Head is, there as well I
rest re - main - ing; For where my trea-sure went be - fore, There
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all  my thoughts will ev-er soar To still their deep-est yearn-ing.
| me de - part in joy and peace In an -swer to my plead-ing.
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Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604-40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 18731964, alt. NUN FREUT EUCH
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524; setting: Paul G. Bunjes, 1914-98 87 87 887

Text: @ 1941 Concordia Publishing House
Tune: Public domain; setting: © 1976 Concordia Publishing House John 14:3; Col. 3:1-4



