


 Born in St. Louis- dad still at Sem 

 Dad pastor in Nebraska, Indiana, Oregon 

 I served in Oregon, Montana, and Ohio 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Concordia University      Concordia Theological 

         Portland, Oregon          Seminary 



 



 Chapel 



 Hymnology 101 and 201 



 Goal: Lutheran Hymns Verses Contemporary 
songs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Battle                       Reconcilia 



 1.  Ask some questions 

 2.  Look at some of the issues 

 3.  Working definition of a hymn 

 4.  5 Thesis on Hymns 

 5.  Criteria for Lutheran hymns 

 6.  Compare and Contrast Lutheran hymns 
verses some modern Contemporary songs 



1. HOW MANY TRULY LIKE 
SINGING HYMNS? 



 

 

 

 

 



What are some perceived problems with our 
Hymns? 

 

 1.5 million hymns in 4,700  hymnals 

 

1. Boring/ Old fashioned 

2. Too Long 

3. Dreary melody 

4. Not modern 

 

 



 1.  What is Contemporary Worship? 

 2.  What is Praise Music? 

 3.  Can we retain our Lutheran theology by 
using Contemporary songs? 

 4. Can’t our music be fun and entertaining? 

 5. What is the purpose of singing in the church? 

 



 



 “The Spirit mixed sweetness of melody with 
doctrine so that inadvertently we would absorb 
the benefit of the words through gentleness 
and ease of hearing. O the wise invention of the 
teacher who contrives that in our singing we 
learn what is profitable, and that thereby 
doctrine is somehow more deeply impressed 
upon our souls.” 



 Lutheran= A sung confession of the Faith 

 

 Protestant/Non-Denominational= A sung 
confession of my faith 

 

 What is the Difference? 



 The Rule of prayer constitutes the rule of 
believing (Prosper of Aquitaine- early church 
father) 

 The relationship between your prayer/worship 
is interrelated and interconnected to your faith 
and vice versa 

 You can’t have Lutheran Substance/Teaching 
and Non-Lutheran Style/Worship 

 Our Lutheran Theology demands a certain type 
of worship/hymns 



 Book by David Luecke 



 Matthew 26:20, “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives.” 

 Acts 16:25- “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them” 

 Romans 15:9 (NIV)-so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his 
mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will praise you among the 
Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name." 

 Ephesians 5:18-19, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with all your heart,” 

 Colossians 3:16- “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God.” 
 



 Falsely are our churches accused of abolishing 
the Mass; for the Mass is retained among us, 
and celebrated with the highest reverence. 
Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also 
preserved, save that the parts sung in Latin are 
interspersed here and there with German 
hymns, which have been added to teach the 
people. For ceremonies are needed to this end 
alone that the unlearned be taught [what they 
need to know of Christ].  



 “Thus we have, in all, five parts covering the 
whole of Christian teaching, which we should 
constantly teach and require recitation word 
for word. For you should not assume that the 
young people will learn and retain this 
teaching from sermons alone. When these parts 
have been well learned, one may assign them 
also some psalms and hymns, based on these 
subjects, to supplement and confirm their 
knowledge. Thus young people will be led into 
the Scriptures and make progress every day. 



 Chad Bird: “Why Lutherans Sing What They 
Sing: An Apology for Lutheran Hymnody” 



 A Lutheran Hymn aims not to create the right 
atmosphere or mood for worship, but serves as 
a vehicle for the Spirit-filled Word of God 





  PASS IT ON 

  It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
  And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing; 
  That's how it is with God's Love, 
  Once you've experienced it, 
  Your spread the love to everyone 
  You want to pass it on.  

 
 What a wondrous time is spring, 
  When all the tress are budding 
  The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming; 
  That's how it is with God's love, 
  Once you've experienced it. 
  You want to sing, it's fresh like spring, 
  You want to pass it on.  

 
 



  I wish for you my friend 
  This happiness that I've found; 
  You can depend on God 
  It matters not where you're bound, 
  I'll shout it from the mountain top - PRAISE GOD! 
  I want the world to know 
  The Lord of love has come to me 
  I want to pass it on.  

 
 I'll shout it from the mountain top - PRAISE GOD! 
  I want the world to know 
  The Lord of love has come to me 
  I want to pass it on.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Christian lyrics online will lead you to thousands of lyrics to hymns, choruses, worship songs and gospel recordings. Free Christian hymn lyrics include popular hymns, both new and old, 
traditional  

 n 



 1. In many worldly contexts, the goal of music 
is emotional and psychological. The seller uses 
music to encourage people to spend their 
money. 



 



 Should the Gospel be sold? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NO 



 2. The music of holy hymnody- like all music 
does often move people and create moods. It is 
not the main purpose. “  

 

 Rather, its aim is to bear the Spirit’s Word of 
life through the ear and into the heart of 
sinners, thereby creating and sustaining faith in 
Christ.” The purpose of hymns is to deliver the 
Word of God. The Word wed with music is a 
beautiful and powerful means to teach God’s 
Word. A hymn is much like a sermon. 



 Indeed, I plainly judge, and do not hesitate to 
affirm, that except for theology there is no art 
that could be put on the same level with music, 
since except for theology, music alone 
produces what otherwise only theology can do, 
namely, a calm and joyful disposition. Manifest 
proof of this is the fact that the devil, the 
creator of saddening worries, takes flight at the 
sound of music almost as he takes flight at the 
word of theology. This is the reason why the 
prophets did not make use of any art except 



music;  when setting forth their theology they did 
it not as geometry, not as arithmetic, not as 
astronomy, but as music, so that they held 
theology and music most tightly connected, and 
proclaimed truth through Psalms and songs. 
(Luther’s Works Volume 49 page 428) 



 A Lutheran Hymn is not entertainment but 
proclamation 



 What’s the purpose? 



 

 What’s the purpose? Christ crucified 



 Do you see a problem? 



 



 Does the entertaining sound of music or the 
worldly verbiage pollute the holy message of 
the text? 

 Can something totally secular collide with 
something totally sacred? 

 YES, YES, YES 

 James 4:4 You adulterous people! Do you not 
know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 

 



 Jeroboam in 1 Kings 12 

 Set up alternate worship site- worship of 
golden calves 



 “When entertainment music is wrapped 
around Christian lyrics- even if those lyrics use 
true words- some or all of the truth winds up 
being obscured. The secular overtones of the 
music drown out, or at very least, water down 
the sacred claims of the text. So let us, for the 
sake of Christ and the Gospel, leave Nashville 
and Hollywood out of New Jerusalem.” 

 



 “The purpose of Evangelical Lutheran 
hymnody is not to amuse the crowd or to put 
on such a grand performance that the 
congregation jumps to its feet with feverish 
handclapping (or a cascade of tears stream 
doing their cheeks). The hymns proclaim a 
divine message which is not entertaining but 
sustaining, given to feed the sojourning church 
as she makes her way through the world, but is 
not of the world.” 

 Thank you, Mr. Bird 

 



 The living voice of the Gospel 

 It’s goal is to not to entertain but to be the 
vehicle through which the Gospel shines 
through to the world. 

 



 A Lutheran Hymn is shaped by the theology of 
the cross 



 Thesis 20: He deserves to be called a 
theologian, however, who comprehends the 
visible and manifest things of God seen 
through suffering and the cross 



 Best life now? REALLY 

 THEOLOGY OF GLORY 



 True Theology and recognition of God are in 
the crucified Christ, the crucifix is not only the 
ultimate but the ongoing epiphany wherein 
God reveals how He comes to His people and 
brings His people into Himself.” 



 “Only those who know God in the crucified 
Christ know the God who hides Himself, and 
so only they will seek and find Him where His 
Word has promised He is and will be. On the 
other hand, those who heed not the Word of 
Christ, but their own natural experience, 
investigation, and reason will search for God 
and even possibly think they have found Him. 
But alas, they will gravely disappointed. For all 
those who think they laid hold of God where 
He is not, have really laid hold of an idol.” 



1. A Lutheran hymn is shaped the theology of 
the cross 

2. Whatever the season or topic, the singer will 
hear who God is; Jesus Christ and His 
blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation 

3. Hymnody is not about me but about God and 
His Son Jesus Christ 



 



 A Lutheran Hymn is not bound merely to 
paraphrase the Biblical text; rather, it interprets 
the Scriptures in reference to Christ. 

 

 A hymn is a preaching-song, a poem that 
proclaims the Word of God to man, and only 
secondarily prays to or praises God. 



 Wrote 37 hymns 

 Teach the faith, the Small Catechism 

 A Mighty Fortress 

 Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice 

 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast 

 God the Father, Be Our Stay 

 Our Father, Who From Heaven Above 

 May God Bestow On Us His Grace 

 

 



 Shine on me, shine on me  

 Shine, Jesus, shine 

  Fill this land with the Father's glory 

  Blaze, Spirit, blaze 

  Set our hearts on fire 

  Flow, river, flow 

  Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

  Send forth your word 

  Lord, and let there be light 

   



1. These are the holy Ten Commandments, God 
gave to us by Moses hands, when on Sinai’s 
mount he stood, receiving them for our good. 
Have mercy Lord.  

2. I am alone your God, the Lord; no other gods 
shall be adored. But you shall fully trust in Me 
and love me wholeheartedly. 

6. You shall not murder, hurt, nor hate; Your  

      anger dare not dominate. Be kind and patient; 

      help, defend, and treat your foe as your friend.  

      Have mercy Lord. 



 11. You have this Law to see therein that you 
have not been free from sin but also that you 
clearly see How pure toward God life should 
be. Have mercy Lord! 

 12. Our works cannot salvation gain; They 
merit only endless pain. Forgive us, Lord! To 
Christ we flee, who pleads for us endlessly. 
Have mercy Lord. 



 A Lutheran Hymn is bound to no culture save 
the culture of the church catholic 



   



 Means universal; the church from the 
beginning. Adam looked to Christ, and from 
there, the catholic church began. Rome doesn’t 
have exclusive right to the word “catholic.” 

 The Church is its own culture. It must not 
reflect any one particular culture to be catholic. 



 



 The Lutheran hymnal: tune composers:  

1) American- 18 

2) British- 59 

3) German-58 

4) Scandinavian- 4 

5) French-3 

6) Italian-2 

7) Dutch, Finnish, Hebrew, Polish, Russian and 
Slovak- 1 



 1. 80’s 

 2. Hip-Hop 

 3. Dance 

 4. Country 

 5. Classical 

 6. Jazz 

 7. Rap 



 “Rather than filling the scared space with the 
kinds of music people listen to all week long, 
the Church fills that space with her own music, 
a melody of beauty and dignity that mirrors 
her own beauty and dignity as the Bride of 
Christ. Rather than constantly marrying and 
divorcing one musical style after another in the 
ever-changing secular culture, the Church has 
nurtured her own music in her own culture.” 



 Psalm 2:11 Serve the LORD with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. 

 Hebrews 12: 28 Therefore let us be grateful for 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our 
God is a consuming fire. 

 Titus 1:9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy 
word as taught, so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and also to 
rebuke those who contradict it. 

 



  2 Timothy 4:1 I charge you in the presence of 
God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and 
his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 
For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into 
myths. 



 Romans 16:17 I appeal to you, brothers, to 
watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that 
you have been taught; avoid them. 

 1 Timothy 6: 3 If anyone teaches a different 
doctrine and does not agree with the sound 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is 
puffed up with conceit and understands 
nothing.  



 1.In Christ Alone (Gettys)  

 2.Our God (Chris Tomlin/Reeves/Redman)  

 3.Your Grace is Enough (Maher)  

 4.Everlasting God (Brown)  

 5.How Great is Our God (Tomlin/Reeves/Cash)  

 6.Blessed Be Your Name (Matt and Beth Redman)  

 7.Revelation Song (Riddle)  

 8.Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 
(Traditional/Tomlin)  

 9.You are My King (Amazing Love) (Foote)  

 10.10,000 Reasons (Redman/Myrin)  

 



 What makes a good hymn? 

 What is a good tune? 

 What words are appropriate for use in church? 

 What tunes would be inappropriate for use in 
church?  



In Christ alone my hope is found; 

 He is my light, my strength, my song; 

 This cornerstone, this solid ground, 

 Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

 What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

 When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

 My comforter, my all in all— 

 Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

 In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 

 Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

 This gift of love and righteousness, 

 Scorned by the ones He came to save. 

 Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

 The wrath of God was satisfied; 

 For ev'ry sin on Him was laid— 

 Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

  



 There in the ground His body lay, 

  Light of the world by darkness slain; 

  Then bursting forth in glorious day, 

  Up from the grave He rose again! 

  And as He stands in victory, 

  Sin's curse has lost its grip on me; 

  For I am His and He is mine— 

  Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

  No guilt in life, no fear in death— 

  This is the pow'r of Christ in me; 

  From life's first cry to final breath, 

  Jesus commands my destiny. 

  No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man, 

  Can ever pluck me from His hand; 

  Till He returns or calls me home— 

  Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand. 

 

 



 Christ is our cornerstone, On him alone we build; With his true 
saints alone, The courts of heaven are filled: On his great love 
our hopes we place, of present grace and joys above. 

 

 Oh, then with hymns of praise these hallowed courts shall ring; 
Our voices we will raise the Three in One to sing; And thus 
proclaim in joyful song, both loud and long, that glorious 
Name. 

 

 Here may we gain from heaven the grace which we implore 
And may that grace, once given.,  be with us evermore, until 
that day, when all the blest to endless rest are called away. 

 



 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

  God You are higher than any other 

  Our God is Healer, awesome and power 

  Our God, Our God...  

 

 Into the darkness you shine 

  Out of the ashes we Rise 

  There's no One like You 

  None like You. 

   



 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

  God You are higher than any other 

  Our God is Healer, awesome and power 

  Our God, Our God...  

 Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

  God You are higher than any other 

  Our God is Healer, awesome and power 

  Our God, Our God...  

 And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 

  And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 

  And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 

  And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 

  What can stand against? 

  



 1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;  

 holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty,  

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

 

 

 2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,  

 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;  

 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,  

 who wert and art and evermore shalt be.  

 

 

 



 3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,  

 though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see,  

 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,  

 perfect in power, in love, and purity.  

 

 

 4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

 All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea;  

 holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty,  

 God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

 

 

 



Bless the lord oh my soul, Oh my soul, Worship his holy name.  Sing like never before 
Oh my soul I worship you holy name 

 

The sun comes up Its a new day dawning. Its time to sing your song again what ever 
may pass and whatever lies before me Let me be singing when the evening comes 

 

Bless the lord oh my soul Oh my soul worship his holy name sing like never before 

Oh my soul I worship your holy name 

 

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger Your name is great and your heart is kind 
For all your goodness i will keep on singing 10,000 reasons for my heart to find 

 

Bless the lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship his holy name Sing like never before 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Oh my soul I worship your holy name And on that day when my strength is 

failing  The end draws near and my time has come Soon my soul will sing 

your praise un-ending 10,000 years and there forever more 

 

Bless the lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship his holy name 

Sing like never before Oh my soul I worship your holy name 

 

Bless the lord oh my soul Oh my soul Worship his holy name 

Sing like never before Oh my soul I worship your holy name, I worship your 

holy name I worship your holy name 

 

Sing like never before Oh my soul I worship your holy name 

(Jesus I will) I worship your holy name I worship your holy name 



 1. Lord, open now my heart to hear; and through Your Word to 
me draw near; Let me Your Word e’er pure retain; Let me Your 
child and heir remain. 

 2. Your Word inspires my heart within; Your Word grants healing 
from my sin; Your Word has pow’r to guide and bless; Your Word 
brings peace and happiness. 

 3. To God, the Father, God the Son; And God the Spirit, Three in 
One, shall glory, praise and honor be now and throughout 
eternity. 



 
Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough,  Your grace is enough for 

me 

  

Great is Your love and justice God of Jacob You use the weak to lead 

the strong, You lead us in the song of Your salvation And all Your people 

sing along 

 So remember Your people, Remember Your children.   

 

Remember Your promise; Oh God 

 Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough 

for me [x2] 

  

So remember Your people, Remember Your children, Remember Your 

promise 

 Oh God 

  

Your grace is enough, Heaven reaching down to us, Your grace is 

enough for me; God I see your grace is enough 

 I'm covered in your love  Your grace is enough for me for me 



 1. By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless; 

  My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

  Why stagger at this word of promise? 

  Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

  No! Then this word must true remain; 

  By grace you too will life obtain. 

   

 

   2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 

  Our works and conduct have no worth. 

  God in His love sent our Redeemer, 

  Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 

  His death did for our sins atone, 

  And we are saved by grace alone. 



 Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

  Holy holy is He 

  Sing a new song to Him who sits on  

 Heaven’s mercy seat 

   

 Holy holy holy is the Lord God Almighty 

  Who was and is and is to come 

  With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings 

  You are my everything and I will adore You 

   

 Clothed in rainbows of living color 

  Flashes of lighting rolls of thunder 

  Blessing and honor strength and glory and power be 

  To You the only One for me 

   

 Filled with wonder awestruck wonder 

  At the mention of Your name 

  Jesus Your name is power breath and living water ; Such a marvelous mystery 

 



 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

 Praise to our victorious king, 

 Who has washed us in the tide 

 Flowing from his pierced side. 

 Alleluia! 

 

Praise we him, whose love divine 

 Gives his sacred blood for wine, 

 Gives his body for the feast 

 Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

 Alleluia! 

 

Where the paschal blood is poured, 

 Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

 Israel’s hosts triumphant go  

 Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

 Alleluia! 

 

 

 



 Something is quite wrong when the union of 
text and tune consciously or even 
subconsciously degenerates into a 
manipulative tool wielded by the local parish 
in order to quickly sell Christianity to our 
modern world. In an age of declining literacy 
in general and biblical literacy in particular, it 
is of prime importance that Christian hymns 
provide the layperson with access to 
substantive biblical truths because the hymnal 
is the congregation’s principle theological 
textbook and commentary on the Bible. 



 1. Our hymns are not mindless activity, but 
activity that teaches the faith.  

 2. A hymn is a sung confession of the faith 
handed down to the saints. It ought to reflect 
the dignity and value of our theology. 

 3. With so many hymns and Christians songs 
out there, what songs ought we to sing? What 
hymns will teach us the faith? What hymns will 
give us comfort? Can the songs that we sing 
water-down the faith or worse, can they slowly 
change our faith? 



 4. When you compare and contrast a traditional 
Lutheran hymn with a contemporary praise 
song, which comes out on top every time? 

 5. Enjoy what you sing while you are here! 
Think about the words and cling to Christ! 



 


